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New Sparrows 
In our last News update we introduced you to our new baby 

Darwin, who came to us with various health issues, and was 
diagnosed with scabies.  Darwin is doing well, he’s gained 

weight and the scabies is clearing.

Not many days after Darwin was 
admitted we became aware that his 
brother Daryl was also suffering a 
similar plight.  He showed the same 
signs of being undernourished and 
was also covered in scabies.          


So Daryl, age 3 has joined his brother in the POCCH baby 
unit.  Praise God both brothers have settled in nicely.

If you are willing to sponsor either Darwin or Daryl please 
contact us at pocm.inc@gmail.com


Our latest Perillo news is to announce 
the birth of our grandson Elly 
Timothy born to Mhardy and our son 
Eljohn earlier today April 22 by 
caesarean section.  Mother and son 
doing well.


Aside from fever, cough and body pains, many lost their 
sense of taste and smell.   Simeon and Dondie seemed to 
struggle more than others  as they are asthmatic, but all the 
others showed signs of recovery within the first week.  Then 
suddenly a prayer request was put out for Tess, who had 
been rushed to the hospital complaining of dizziness and 
shortness of breath.  Only a few of us were even aware that 
Tess was among those with symptoms. 

When nearing the hospital she asked her son to open the car 
window so she could breathe more easily and that was the 
last time she spoke. Tito and the boys were devastated that 
after trying to revive her, she was pronounced ‘Dead on 
Arrival’ at the hospital.  Doctors think it was a heart attack.  


We will never know for sure what was the cause, because 
there is never an autopsy here unless requested and paid for 
privately.  

Though her son had taken a swab test and was  
asymptomatic positive, Tess showed no sure signs that 
Covid was the cause of her death.  She seemed to have 
recovered from her symptoms and appeared strong that 
morning.  She had been diagnosed with hypertension some 
time ago, but for some reason had stopped taking her 
maintenance medication.  But we will never know for sure.

It was certainly very shocking for everyone and a stark 
reminder that we need to always remain vigilant, especially 
for the sake of the vulnerable around us.   
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POC Covid Outbreak 
Since the initial Covid lock-down over a year ago there had 
been very few cases reported in Subic.  It seemed that the 
strict wearing of both masks and shields in all shops, 
markets and malls had been effective.

Face to face church services resumed several months ago 
subject to social distancing rules being in place. We required 
masks, took  body temperatures, sprayed hand sanitisers 
and took contact details of all church attendees at the 
entrance.  We had separate entrance and exit to control 
social distancing,  all chairs were more than 1 meter apart  
and chairs and floors were sanitised between each service.

However, as there were so few reported cases in our 
community, we became less vigilant and members would 
occasionally remove face masks during the services and 
some shook hands inadvertently.


We had had 2 wonderful Good Friday services that resulted 
in more than 30 newcomers responding to the gospel.  
This gave us all the more reason to rejoice  during our two 
Resurrection Sunday services.  

The following Tuesday our daughter Monique and her 
husband Simeon called to say they were ill with flu like 
symptoms so they were isolating.  We later learned their 
friend and co-church member had been unwell and had 
since tested positive for Covid.  

Within days we learned that many of our church members, 
workers in the children’s homes and even some of the 
POCCH children were feeling unwell, all with flu like 
symptoms. It spread like wild fire. Of my entire family Gabe 
and I were the only two who didn’t fall prey to the virus.

It was unclear what the government required of us but the 
safest course of action was to immediately isolate all those 

suffering symptoms.  
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Renovate to Educate  
Thank you for those who gave towards our school 
renovation project, “Renovate to Educate”.  It brings us 
great joy to announce that we have almost met the goal.  
We received generous donations from a local ‘Rotary Club’ 
here in Subic and also the Rotary in Amersham U.K., we just 
have just £450 left to raise.  We can do it!!! 


More Updates 
We are so grateful to those who have prayed earnestly for 
young Princess from our outreach church in Wea after the 
report in our last newsletter.  Though we are currently 
unable to visit to help due to the lock-down, we will do our 
best to continue with you to help this family overcome their  
terrible ordeal.  Before the lock-down we were able to 
ensure that the family had sufficient for their immediate 
needs and were able to get to their next court hearing.


After word got out about Ma’am Tess’s sudden passing, we 
were urged by the local governing authorities (Barangay 
officers) to have all POC workers tested for Covid which we 
were keen to do.  

However, it turned out to not actually a swab test as we had 
supposed, but just a free rapid test.  Almost 40 of us were 
tested and there were 11 who tested positive (Dondie and 
our daughter-in-law Myrna were among those 11), most of 
the 40 had already recovered from their symptoms and 
tested negative.  For which we rejoice.  We had hoped for 
swab tests but they are only available at a cost of £60 per 

person.  So there is no hope of detecting any among us 
who may be asymptomatic or even to know who has fully 
recovered.  However on account of positive rapid tests we 
were ordered to lock-down immediately (including those 
who had already been on lock-down for 2 weeks) and told 
that no one can enter or leave the children’s homes.  The 
problem for us was that we needed food and medical 
supplies for the children’s homes and workers, almost 
immediately.  We had been promised that someone would 
be allotted by the local authority to buy supplies on our 
behalf.  That offer has not yet transpired.  We are told that 
our local barangay (village) officials do not have sufficient 
resources to fulfil their promise.     

We do praise God that He never runs out of resources and 
He is faithful to ALL His promises.   There have been private 
individuals and government officials who brought  
donations, canned goods and even fresh fish.  Please pray 
that fresh supplies will come in for the children, workers and 
their families until the lock-down is lifted.  We would value 
your continued prayers for the health of all our workers, their 
families, our POCCH children, our church family and 
community too as Covid is rampant, but GOD is GOOD.


Grateful thanks to  all our sponsors and partners for your 
faithful love, support, emails and messages.  They give us 
such strength and encouragement in times of adversity.  

 God Bless         
Love, Chrissy and Dondie
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Please continue to pray for 
Princess that she will be able 
to overcome her attack with 

no scars. 

Continued Financial  and food 
provisions for POCCH kids 

workers and their families & 
purchase of school land & 

building.

Please continue to pray for the 
completion of our church 
building in Wea, Lupang 

Pangarap and chairs/benches for 
the children’s Shine meetings.

Continued to prayer for Mailyn 
and Thelma’s Healing.   

Please pray for prison 
ministry to soon resume.

PRAYER   REQUESTS

A tribute to Tess 
Ma’am Tess (as she was affectionally called) first came to 
POCM as a teenager more than 30 years ago to help baby 
sit for our daughter Monique. 

Though she was happy working for our family, she had 

dreams of graduating high 
school and helping  her 
parents and family.  So she 
worked for us during the day, 
and went to school in the 
evenings. 

She became a big part our 
lives as a family during those 
years.  After graduating high 
school she went on to 

college to study to be a teacher while working part time at 
POC Christian Academy.  She worked really hard and yet 
still served faithfully in the church as part of the praise and 
worship team (which she did faithfully until she passed).

Aside from being a big part of the POCCA and POC church 
family, we were able to welcome Tess as part of our own  
family, when she married Dondie’s nephew Tito, who also 
served (and continues to serve) as head of the POC car and 
building maintenance team. 


She and Tito went on to raise two wonderful sons, Marc 
and Kervin who both actively serve the Lord at POCF 
church in the worship and sound teams.

Tess graduated as a teacher and continued to be an integral 
part of the POCCA family.  She did the narration on our  
“School’s not Out” video posted on the POCmin Facebook 
page 7 months ago through which we raised funds for the 
equipment to produce the POCCA students work modules 
for them to continue to study during the pandemic.  

Tess, at the time of her death, was our longest serving POC 
Christian Academy teacher, being with us soon after the 
school first opened.  Many of her current and former 
students sent tributes of how she impacted their lives not 
only by her strictness requiring them to always try their 
best, but more so with her quiet personal words of 
encouragement for their small successes along the way.

Losing Tess as a teacher in our school is like losing an arm.  
Now we have to learn to live without an arm.  We will do it 
and in her memory I’m sure our teachers will be inspired 
to aim even higher.  Though we were not even able to 
attend the funeral, we had a wonderful memorial service for 
her via Zoom and many testified of the impact she had on 
their lives.  Our prayers go out for Tito, Marc and Kervin at 
this sad time.  



